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Fear Is One of the Dominant Themes of The Chrysalids
What is fear, and how can it affect a human? These are questions that are not normally asked because this emotion exists in all humans. Fear has become as common as happiness or sadness. When humans are fearful of something, they let that fear influence their choices and decisions.  The Chrysalids is simply an exaggeration of what this emotion is capable of doing to a society. The existence of fear in the novel is a crucial factor in the unfolding of the plot. Most of the problems that occur in John Wyndham’s tale happen because of it. Ultimately, The Chrysalids suggests that fear shapes the mindset of humans and how they interact with one another.
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The Chrysalids Essay

Women play an important role in all societies.  They are the providers, workers, nurturers, and teachers largely educating the young in all cultures.  John Wyndham’s The Chrysalids explores this topic with the help of strong female characters.  In his narrative, Sophie, Aunt Harriet, and the Sealand Woman are vital characters that influence David’s life by teaching him important lessons that shape his perspective on societal values.

Gobin 1
Keisha Gobin

Mr. Ahumada 

ENG 1D1 -09

April, 1st, 2010 
Inferior to Them 

From an early age, children are taught to treat others as they would want to be treated.  A simple concept, yet it is so easily defied.  People have become quick to judge one another based on race, gender, wealth, appearance, and, unfortunately, so much more.  John Wyndham discusses discrimination as a main theme of his novel The Chrysalids.  He opens the readers’ minds to a world where being different is comparable to the Devil, a world where differences are manipulated into insecurities.  By comparing three different communities: Fringes, Sealand, and Waknuk, Wyndham exposes that world in hopes of influencing the reader to acknowledge that differences are not an indication of inferiority 

